modern times

What Is Modern? Three Design Teams Present Their Interpretations sy Hors Burba Trusson

The Slice House

Tuison, Amrona
Dreamspace, LLC, Ticson, Arimona
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IT 15 A DECIDEDLY UNGLAMOROUS neighbor-
hasosd near dowrnieern Tucson, :u;uu:in;__; -
ther moumtin views nor historic adobe archi-
tectwre, Lkl o few yvears ago, its onby selling
potnt, 1n real estate terms, that iz was righe
ol the interstne and busy Speedway Boule-
waril. But the Barrss Bhee Moon, as the neigh-
borheod s is just thant—a neighiborhood,
with Famili
spite weedy, empry bots anad adpeent industral
businesas,

Barrio Bl Moon is the site of the Sloe
House, the firs progect done by 13

apmner Lo Tharra,
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amel Jerry Wanter. ilarksd by a barrel-vaulced
roallise, the Sliee House's modern, edgy de-
sign at once blends into the neighborhood
sirceticape and chevanes it

The Slice House neatly sunis up the past-
perships misshon, wiich oo do affordalbe we-
b infill projects thapemphasize 2 high level of
design and carmstrudion,

Direamppace had b= seed in Repp's senior
thesis pragect while be was studying architec-
ture at the Linivendny ool Arizona in Tocmn. He
burile buis eowenn povssonry Boane an @ oo in tha
lawric :1|.'i!"l|:|]‘!d.'||'|'|l:!¢|:u‘|. where be sl lives |:|J||J:,-'.
Whibks in schoal, Riepp befriended Rosano and
Iharra, who also received cheir architectural
degrees from the U of A, aod who weent an no
farm Tharra Foosame Design Architecs. a firm
kenoorn for 1ts innovative, awand-winmning resi-
denian] desagns. The Winoers mer Hepp, Lbarra
and Foosano whien the couple had chem rede-
stgria anad emeede] chedr Tucsom home,

Completed earier this year, the Slice House
i aciually rwe back-ro-hack vnis, wich mar-
rored floorplans, Censtrucbed of Integra Hocks,
each two-story unin measures 1700 squane fee
and features a grear room, galley-siyle kichen,
powder rootn and laundey oot fivst flaor,
ad thnee hedrooms and tweo baths upstairs

“We called it the Sliee Houwse because the
bt was A0 feer wide and 135 feet long and it
“shiced’ through between v serees,” explains
Romaiipe. W ﬂ-c'-:ignzd the house to have the
entries on to the parallel seroet”

H:_-:_-piul_-' |'||I..|F|'ri in mind, rnacerials were
chisen for their raw, functiomal beaory. O che
Firse leseel, Elooring i scored, polished concrete,
and a sculprural sreel saimease leads wo the bed-
rooms, Simple birchwood cabinetry, sourced
from TEEA, adds a light cowch ter the kitcher,
where a row of iindustrial Punkah-Louvres
abowve the cabinets divect heating and coalig
across the b oor, Sliding glass doors on both
sides of the kitchen/great room flood the fiest
Floor with natwral lighe, Upseaivs, wrethaned
BADIF bsoard was used as ﬂn-nu'ing. Transhocent
Polygal panels are set imta bedroain walls ansd
dsogs, d]luwi.ug barrewed ]ighl. fromn the hall-
way windows bo fill the deeping spaces.

Simee the ras anirs are connected back to
hack, garden spaces were created by making 12-
foat-wide pations on either side of the structure,
Accessible by the fiding glas doons, the patios
feature corrugated metal fencing and concrete
decking, inser with channesls of weath beach
stome. Baoeh af the wiits ane set back far enough
from che street to allow three cars o be parked
in Fromt oo a kew-profile parking ares mpde of
._'I:::;:_nl'q,umﬁi ranite.

Present pluss call for the pwo unis o be

leased, bat in the futune they oright be sold as
townlenes, Rosaino says. “'We're targening
sameone who wamts ta live in the ciey,” she
says of the powential tenanes or eamers, “We
want to rive them an alternative to fixing up
an ald hovse or having oo choose 2 fract home"

The Slice FHouse I'mq'.:urlm:l interest 101 ke
||I:JE|:||J-::Ir|!H.'-Lﬂ]. aind [Frulllk:pd{c I8 O b sev-
exal ocher residential nfill prosects nearby, in-
cluding ewe under corstruction and pea mars
in desipn phase,

According to Fepp, “Theough efficien: nse
o materials, |I'-:_a-|g_l'||.r'|.'|l d.ﬂ-c.ig:u. ard smart sike
planming, wew butldings will help new and
curreitt residents have 2 neighborheed chat
matrsains i vahue and charm over dose”

Lefl: A ool shed slamcins
leads o e uplars bedmoms
Abmve from the streel, sch il
| iront bndscape sk encugh
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The sieel fercing provides presy
fom b side patis.

Architect: Ibara Rosama Design Aschiects, Tucson, AZ; 0001 TOS-S4T of wass' I Da Mansant, oo,
Builder: Repp Design + Construdion, Tucson, A7, 500 FO-EES OF Wess IeRp-InG.oom.
Developer: Draamspacs, LLT, Tucson, Al 530k wr-pams ar weave dream-spacenel.
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